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The REPRESENTATIVES in 
PARLIAMENT, 


For the BOROUGH of 
PORTSMOUTH; 
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\ i This little WORK is moſt humbly 


inſcribed, 
By his moſt obedient, 


And very humble Servant, 


The EDITOR. 
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T has long been a frequent and 
juſt complaint with ſtrangers, that 

amongſt the number of Guides 
extant, no one has been furniſhed 


for Portſmouth : — A town confeſ- | 


ſedly of great importance,- not only 


from its ſituation, but its antiquity, 
and the many intereſting events pro- 


duced in it from the earlieſt periods 
of hiſtory, In order to obviate this 
complaint, and at the ſame time to 
do juſtice to a place which has ſuf- 


fered much from the falſe accounts 


of people totally unacquainted with 
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it, the following work was under- 
taken. With what ſucceſs the at- 
tempt has been attended, the Editor 


does not preſume to determine: But 
however cenſurable his abilities may 


be found upon examination, the pu- 
rity of his intentions, he hopes wilt 
ſcreen him from the imputation of 


vanity, and extenuate in ſome mea- 
lure the errors he may be charged 


with in the execution of his plan. 
Thus much it cannot be amiſs to 
ſay in his own favour. He has ſpa» 
red no labour in the collection of 

materials, in ſearching into the au- 
thenticity of every circumſtance he 
has related, and in endeavouring to 

the utmoſt of his power to place 

them before the reader in a 

diſtinct, connected, entertaining 
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point of view, In a word, 


truth and perſpicuity have been the 
invariable objects of his purſuit, 


Portſmouth has uſually been de- 
ſcribed as a damp, aguiſh, ſickly 
ſituation : But this is fo far from be- 
ing juſt, that unexceptionably it is- 
in every reſpect one of the healthieft 
fpots in the iſland of Great-Britain. 


Notwithſtanding all the care 
taken with this narrative; and 
tho? the Editor has been in a ſtate of 


J very great friendly dependance in 
bis progreſs through it, he does 
e not attempt to offer it as a work of 
o i perfection. He is ſenſible ſome: 


things have eſcaped his utmoſt: 
reſcarches, and ſhall be exceedingly 


obliged 


is ( viii ) 
obliged therefore to any gentlemen 


in poſſeſſion of any uſeful anecdotes, 
to favour him with their communi- 


cations, to which a proper regard 
ſhall be paid in a future impreſſion, 


- 


Z 

*. 
1 
1 
9 
5 
| 
e 


1 * 1 > e * 4 
1 Pos youu. PR, YO: 2 5 
* g * WP . * 12 2 a VE ak * e 4 4 l 
* = ©, MET n E p * < oh * 5 1 e 4 - bY 


| 
F 


3 
. e 


-.- Ee 


PORTSMOUTH GUIDE, Ss. 


SEVERAL writers affirm, 
Portſmouth derives its name 


T from its ſituation at the port 
-n or mouth of a creek that 
runs up a part of the coaſt, which at high 


water is ſurrounded by the ſea, and therefore 


called, Portſea Iſland ; while others tell us it 
was built, - between the years 481 and 500, 
by one Perth a Saxon, who landed here in 
the reign of Aurelius Ambrofius, ſecond Son 
of Conftantine : But as it is not our purpoſe 


to amuſe the reader with conjectures inſtead 


of facts, and as this matter is involved in 


great obſcurity ; without dwelling longer up- 


on it, we ſhall proceed to things of more 


real conſequence, 


Portſea 


— ty _—_— — —— * —_ 


5 — _ 2 
$32 * c 
4 


C2) 
Portſea Iſland is a flat fertile country, a- 
bout fixteen miles in circumference, joined 


to the main land by a ſtone bridge of one 
arch, called Ports-bridge, three miles and 


a half from Portſmouth, where there is 
a ſmall garriſon; the land in this iſland is 


eſteemed as good as any in the Kingdom: 
there are ſeveral very good farms on it, 
conſiſting chiefly of arable land, ſome mea- 
dow and paſture ; theſe hardly ever fail of 
yielding very plentiful crops. 

Portſmouth is a handſome borough town, 
ſeventy-three miles diſtant from London, 
conſiſting of four principal Streets: the firſt 
at which you enter thro' the Landport gates 


is the High- ſtreet, very broad and regular: in 


a line with this to the right hand are two 
others named St. Thomas's and Warblington 


Streets, and on the left hand in the ſame 
lune is another called Penny-ſtreet. Theſe 


are croſſed at different diſtances by ſeveral 


others, all in general, ſpacious, airy 


and well diſpoſed. It is governed by Pl 
Mayor 
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L EMayor, Recorder, twelve Aldermen, Town- 


Clerk, and Burgeſſes without limitation: 


; 1 It was firſt incorporated by King Richard 
tne firſt, on the ſecond of May 11941, in 


1 
1 he fifth year of his reign ; who grant- 
4 d a Fair or Mart, for fifteen days, to 
3 Wegin on Sr. Peter's day, the twenty-ninth of 

"GE ; a weekly market on Thurſday, and 

ther immunities ; but by the alteration of the 
p 1 ile, the fair now begins. on the tenth of 


; two more market days have ſince been 


4 dded, vi. Tueſday and Saturday; the lat- 
I erybemg, now. by much the largeſt. 

1 The corporation have had many charters 
e from ſucceeding Kings, confirming 
Peir privileges; the laſt of which was given 
| I Charles I. (and this they now enjoy) who 
Wanted them | ſeveral additional privile- 
4 8 there is a very neat Town-hall, which 
4, in the middle of the High- ret, where 
WF bc1d a Court of Record, every Tueſday, 


& cept at Chriltmas, Eaſter and Whitſun- 
* in which any perſon may be held to 


bail 
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Portſea Iſland is a flat fertile country, a- 
bout fixteen miles in circumference, joined 


to the main land by a ſtone bridge of one 
arch, called Ports-bridge, three miles and 


a half from Portſmouth, where there is 
a ſmall garriſon; the land in this iſland is 


eſteemed as good as any in the Kingdom : 
there are ſeveral very good farms on it, 


conſiſting chiefly of arable land, ſome mea- 
dow and paſture ; theſe hardly ever fail of 
yielding very plentiful crops. 
+ Portſmouth is a handſome borough town, 
ſeventy-three miles diſtant from London, 
conſiſting of four principal Streets: the firſt 
at which you enter thro' the Landport gates 
is the High- ſtreet, very broad and regular: in 
- 2 line with this to the right hand are two 
others named St. Thomas's and Warblington 


Streets, and on the left hand in the ſame 
line is another called Penny-ſtreet. Theſe 
are croſſed at different diſtances by ſeveral 
others, all in general, ſpacious, airy 


and well diſpoſed. It is governed by a 
Mayor 
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Mayor, Recorder, twelve Aldermen, Town- 


Clerk, and Burgeſſes without limitation: 


It was firſt incorporated by King Richard 
the firſt, on the ſecond of May 1191, in 
dme fifth year of his reign ; who grant- 
ed a Fair or Mart, for fifteen days, to 
begin on St. Peter's day, the twenty-ninth of 
June; a weekly market on Thurſday, and 


other immunities ; but by the alteration of the 


ſtile, [the fair now begins on the tenth of 
July; two more market days have ſince been 
added, vix. Tueſday and Saturday; the lat- 
ter being. now by much the largeſt. 

The corporation have had many charters 
ſince from ſucceeding Kings, confirming 
their privileges; the laſt of which was given 
by Charles I. (and this they now enjoy) who 
granted them - ſeveral additional privile- 
ges; there is a very neat Town-hall, which 
ſtands in the middle of the High-ſtfeet, where 
is held a Court of- Record, every Tueſday, 


(except at Chriltmas, Eaſter and Whitſun- 
tide) in which any perſon may be held to 


bail 
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* 
bail for a debt not under forty Shillings ; 
there are two ſeſſions of the peace in the 
year, viz. within a month after Eaſter and 
+ Michaelmas, wherein are tried all petty lar- 


cenies, and other ſmall offences 3 but no- 
thing capital can be determined here, This 
borough ſends two members to parliament, 


and hath done ſo ever fince the year 1298, 
26, of Edward I, 


In the reign of King Richard II. when 
that Prince was on very bad terms with his 
ſubjects, the French took the opportunity of 


landing here, and burnt the town, after 
plundering the inhabitants of their moſt va- 


luable effects: A few years after they made 
a ſecond attempt to land, but the town being 
rebuilt, the inhabitants fitted out a fleet, 
gave them battle, and took all their 
ſhips, after a very defperate engagement, in- 

which only nine of the enemy eſcaped with 
life, who having gained the ſhare in a 


boat, were immediately taken priſoners. 


The 


| 45 7 

The Engliſh elated with this ſucceſs, at- 
tacked the French on their own coaſt, ſailed 
up the river Seine, burnt and ſunk many of 
the enemy's ſhips, and returned to England 
with a great and rich booty of wines and 
other articles of merchandize. From this 
period the place began to flouriſh, the go- 
vernment being ſenſible of the importance 
of this town and harbour, fortified it accor- 
ding to the beſt rules laid down by the moſt 
eminent Engineers, ſo that it is now* the 
-only regular fortification in this kingdom, 
and may with propriety be called the Key of 
England. | N 


The fortifications were begun by King 
| Edward the fourth, augmented by the 
Kings, Henry VII. and VIII. and Queen 
Elizabeth was at ſo great an expence 
Ain improving the works, that nothing was 
thought wanting in thoſe days to compleat 
them; however Charles II. added very much 


to their ſtrength, extent, and magnificence; 


Ps and 
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95 
* 


añd every year ſince the ſucceedin g Kings | 
have been making additions to the ſtrength 
and beauty of the garriſon : There is an 


annual allowance from government for keep- 


ing it in proper repair. 


The Empreſs Maud, when ſhe contended 


for the crown with K. Stephen in 1139, lan- 


ded here, and when King Henry III. medi- 


tated the invaſion of France, in 1229, he 
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muſtered his army near this place. In 1 545, 
the French engaged the fleet of King Henry 
VIII. in the midſt of the haven, the King 
having but fix ſhips ; notwithſtanding which, 


2 r 


the French were defeated with great loſs, 
tho* much ſuperior in ſhips, guns ard men, 
In this action, the Mary Roſe commanded 
by Sir George Carew, was ſunk, not by the 
damage received by the enemy, but ſome 
miſmanagement, and the weight of her own 


ordnance ; the Captain, | ſeveral young men 


of 


ef quality, and the crew were loſt: At that: 
time the King being here, ſaw from the 
More the whole action- 


Porfmourh ſtands uh a gradual deſcent to 
the ſea, and ſince the new pavement has . 


been finiſhed, may be eſteemed one of the 
moſt pleaſant, neat and healthy towns in the 


kingdom ; and there have been as many in- 
ſtances of longevity here as in moſt places. 


[ This pavement took place by act of parlia- 
7 meut, in 1768, was finiſhed in 1773, and 
| is as compleat a work of the kind as any 
8 in the kingdom, The expence was defrayed | 
I, by the proprietors of the houſes and land, 
„ and amounted to 88861. 85s. The charges 
n. of repairs are paid by the tenants, and are | 
d collected in the ſame manner as the poor- | 
he rate, by an aſſeſſment of three-pence in the 
wy pound. 
vn 2 | EF . 
. Though the town is very old, there are 
121 many genteel modern buildings in it: Many 
of the houſes are appropriated to the uſe of 
. lodgings, on account of the great reſort here 
© 


in 


16 7 
in the ſummer ſeaſon. The markets are 
plentifully ſupplied with good butcher's meat, 


poultry of all ſorts, fiſh, eggs, butter, ba- 


con, &c. ; beſides which they are re- | 
markable for large quantities of the beſt ve - 
getables of every kind. Tho? proviſions are 


much advanced in their price within theſe 
few years, they are as reaſonable here, if 
not more ſo, than in any other place at an 
equal diſtance from the capital. There are 
three elegant Inns, wiz. the George, Foun- 
tain, and King's-Arms, and a very good 
Coffee-houſe, on the Grand Parade, called 
the Crown, 


The Grand Parade is at the lower end of 
the High-ftreet, it is very ſpacious ; two re- 
giments of ſoldiers may be reviewed on it 
with eaſe. On one ſide ſtands the main 
guard-houſe to tlie garriſon. From this y6u- 
go by an eaſy aſcent to the platform, the 
principal ſaluting battery; from which there 
is an amazing fine proſpect of Ipichopd and 
the Iſle of Wight, | | 


The 
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The Ramparts are a beautiful elevated ter- 
ras walk, of a mile and a quarter round, 
edged with elm trees, kept in the meſt regu- 
lar order. From this eminence, the unboun- 
ded proſpect of the ſea, contraſted with the 


landſkip, which the neighbouring country 
affords, forms one of the moſt ſtrik- 


ing variegated ſcenes imaginable. In- 
deed it has always been an object of che 
higheſt admiration to ſtrangers, and we may 
venture to ſay ever will be ſo, as long as the 
beauties of nature and art continue to merit 
our attention. — 2 | 
At- the upper end of the Grand Parade, 
ſtands a fine old build ing, ſormerly a mo- 
naſtery, called God's Houſe, it was built by 
William of Wickham, whoſe brother in | 


1367, was Prior of it; at the diſſolutio n of 


religious houſes by Henry VIII. it was con- 
verted into a dwelling-houſe, for the Captain 
or Governor of the garriſon, ſince which, 


great alterations and modern additions have 


been made to it; the preſent Governor is 


General Harvey: Adjoining to this houſe is 
B. 2 | 


A N 40) 
habit ſpacious 3 for the uſe of 
the officers and ſoldiers belonging to the 


1 ä garriſon; : there was alſo an hoſpital, named 
| St. Nicholas, by the chapel gate, built for 


—— 
. 


the reception of a certain number of old 
men, but time has deſtroyed this piece of an- 
tiquity.— That part of the Parade fronting 
the Governor's houſe, was formerly a bury- 
Ing ground to the monaſtery ; ; about forty- 


two years ago, many human ſculls and bones 


were dug out of this ground, in making 3 


foundation for part of che works. 


The governor's houſe, during the exiſtence 

of the monaſtery, was à large ſquare ſtone 

building at the bottom of the high ſtreet, 
which for ſome time paſt has been employed 


| . as a magazine for pow der; but as another 
has lately been built three miles u the har- 


bour, it is very little uſed for that * 
now. Fa 


On the boar” or the above building, in a 
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niche 
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n a 


che 


UBT 


niche in the wall is placed a but of 


underneath is the following inſcription, als. 
moſt worn out by. time: 


After his travels through all France into 
Spain, and having ped very vr "ny dan-- 
gers both by jea and lord. Je arrived © 
here, the Ab. Zay e, October, 1623. 
There das the e ife of joy for 
his ſafety throughout the kitigdom, that 


ever was known or heard of. 


When the civil wars broke out between 


Charles I. in fine caſt Braſs, and on a Stone 


1 — 


Charles I. and his parliament, . this town. : 


and fort was ſeized. by the latter as, a place 


of great importance; but it was one of the 
firſt that declared for Charles II. when they 


Heard of Monk's reſtoring him to the crown; 


Catherine, the confort of that Prince, lan- 


ded here from Liſbon, where ſhe waited five 


Uays before the King's arrival, when they 
were married by Dr. Sheldon, in the Go- 


venor's chapet: As it may gratify the cu- 


rious, we thall iuſert the following extract 
of a letter, from Charles II. to Lord Claren- 


don, on his marrying the Queen at Portſ- 
mouth, from Macpherſon s original bers. 
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66, Herti. 


5 
66 Pert/n. 21f. Mey, 8. in the Morning. .. 
1 I arrived here yeſterday about 
two in the afternoon, and as ſoon as I had 
thifted myſelf J went to my wife's chamber, 


20. 0-+.0-: 
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| hep face is not fo exact as to be .called & .: 


beauty, though her eyes are excellent good, 
and not any thing i in her face, that in the 


leaft degree can ſhocque one. On the con- 


trary, ſhe has as much agreeableneſs in her 


looks altogether, as ever I ſaw; and if I 
have any ſkill ia phyſiognomy, Which I 


think I have, ſhe muſt be as good a woman 
as ever was born. Her converſation as 
much as I can perceive, is very good; for 
ſhe has wit. enough, and a moſt agreeable 
voice. Vou would much wonder to ſee 


how well we are acquainted Already. In 2 


word I think myſelf very happy; but, I am 
confident, our two humours will agree very 


well together. I have not time to ſay any 
more. My Lord Lieutenant will give you 
an. aceount of the reſt,” ?- — TI 


* 


En) 
The next thing we ſhall conſider is 
the Church, which ſtands near) in the cen ( 
ter of the Town. As there is an ancient 
as well as modern part, it will be beſt to 
begin with the Chancel, as that is the oldeft 


part ; being ſuppoſed to have been built be- 


tween four and five hundred years ago, by 
Peter de Rupibus, Biſhop of Wincheſter, but 
there are greater reaſons for thinking it was 
erected in the time of T bones a Becket 
FF Archbiſhop of Canterbury, as the old 
Þ Church was dedicated to- St. Thomas, and 
E the new one . ſtill retains that name. 

The body of the preſent Church, was 
finiſhed in the Year 1693, and the Chancel 
was at that time altered. and beautified. 

The T ower of the old Church was in 
the center, and the two great Pillars ind 
which the Pulpit and the lift of Benefactors 
to the Organ ſtand, were two of the four, 
which ſupported it. The Church is embel - 
iſhed with a good and well ton'd Organ, 
built in 1718, by Subſcription. 


: 
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; * the Chancel behind the Communion- 


Table is a large, elegant Marble Monument, 

erected to the memory of the Duke of Buck- 

ingham, Who in che reign of Charles I. 
1628, was ſtabbed in the high-ſtreet by Felton, 

a Lieutenant, belonging to one of the Regis . 

ments - the Houſe where the fact was com- 

mitted is now- ſtanding ; he frankly-conſel | 
ed the murder as ſoon as he had perpetrated 

it, ſaying he did it to ſerve the cauſe of God 

and his Country-; the Eing adviſed with 

the Judges about -torturing-him;- but none | P 

of them would conſent to it; ſo that he was 

tried and condemned in the uſual way, and 

executed at Tyburn 3 his Body afterwards 

being ſent to Portſmouth, where it was 

hanged in chains without the Town ; 2 

mark now remains to ſhew where the Gib- 

bet ſtood ; it is not many years ſince i it fell 

down through decay. —0n the Monument 


is the following inſcription... | 7 


— 


8 eko 


6 84: } ; 
-GEORGIO 'VILLERIO BUCKINGRAM: 
DUCT, 


Qui majoribus utring : clariſſimis oriundus ; Pairs 


Greorcio VILLER1O DE BROOKSBY in comit. 
= 5 Leiceftr, 
Mili: Matre MARIA BeaumonT Bucking- 
Hau: ComiTissa, 
IK Cundis nature fortuneg: detibus infignis 


nn 


L Duorum prudentifimorum  Printipum gratia, 

Juiſqe meritis | 

1 Vota ſuor um Supergreſſi rerum gerendarum meli 
ar ſoli. Invidice impar : . dum - exercitus zterum. 

a a in hoflem | 

Ee Parat hoc in-opfide edis immaniſ} ; fatali arena 

18 


Novo ceruoris & lachrimar inundante oceano 


d . Nefaria perditiſſimi Sicarii manu 

Iz Percuſſus occubuit 

& Anne Domini 1628. Menſe, Aug: tie 23. 

N Viro ad omnia que maxima ęſſint nato 7 

1 Et fuis hic una confofſis viſeeribus 

10 SUSANNA Soror, DEN BIGHIÆ Con rss. 
ll Cum Lachrymis et Luau perpetus p. | 
4 Anno Domini 1631. 


Tu Viator A qua tibi pietatis viſcerd tam indignum 
Tanti uri calum iudignabundus geme ==== 


Et Pale. 
I N 


GIO 


OM os OTIS oo oe. ev. 
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Bacred to the memory of GEORGE VH. 

LER DUKE of BUCKINGHAM, fon of 

| che ILLUSTRIOUS Sir GEORGE VI 

ERS of Brookſby, in the county of Leicefter 


and Mary BeraumonT, CounTEess -or 


4 


Bouckix HAM, who paſſeſed in an eminent 


. degree the gifts of. nature and fortune, as well 

as the favour of tavo moſt excellent Princes: 

his exalted abilities exceeding the enpectations of 

all men, rendered him equal to the weight of 

. the hi het empleyments Fate, unequal alone 

zo the ſhafts of envy. Whilſt he wwas pre- 
paring his army to a ſecond attack of the enemy 

at this port, the fatal ſhore of a murder unex- 
anmpled, an ocean. of blood and tears Juddenty 
overflowing it; onthe 23d of Auguſt 1628 be 


| | -avas ſtabbed &y the  impious hand of an accur- * 
1 fed Aſalſin. In commemoration of his many ex- 
. cellencies and of the boſs foe ſuſtalined in bin, I 

his inconſoleble 22 Sosua, CounTrss of 19 2 

: Dex BIGH,. erected {is monument in the gear Whi 
| 5 1. Reader ! if ibu baſs any yearnings of ma: 


affette 


("WPI 
affetion within thee, Beæoail awith indignation | 
the unde/erved fall of this great man. Farewell, 


In a marble urn, in the center of the 


monument, his heart is ſuppoſed to be de- 
poſited. 


The preſent tower and cupola w-ere built 


ſeveral years after the church; over this cu- 


pola is a lanthorn, containing one bell, for- 


merly employed to give notice how many 


ſhips appeared i in the offing; a watchman 
was kept in this lanthorn for the above pur- 


poſe, but it is now only uſed in caſes of fire, 
Above this lanthorn, inſtead of a weather- 
cock, is a ſhip completely rigged, about fix / 
feet in length from ſtem to ſtern : her flags 


raverſing extremely well, exhibits a very 


pleaſing appearance. 


| The height of the tower is 120 feet. There 
is a very muſical ring of eight bells; five of 
which were given by Prince George of Den- 
mark, who at the requeſt of Sir George Rook, 
5/4 | had 


9 
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Kad chem removed from an old pharos or 
watch tower, within the fortification of Do- 
ver caſtle: but theſe afterwards were recaſt, 
and three more added by the town. There 
is alſo a ſet of chimes, the gift of Mr. 


William Brandon, in 1703. 


There are four good barracks: two for 
the invalid regiment in garriſon + ; a third 
for the companies of artillery, who do duty 
here ; and the fourth for the marines of- this 


"diviſion, that they may be in readineſs to 


embark on board the ſhips as they are wanted, 

The marine barracks were formerly the 
King's cooperage, but as the Gituation of 

Goſport was found more eligible, the co0« L 
perage was a few years ago removed thither : 

of which we ſhall ſpeak when we make men- h 

of that place. 5 Ez t 

The 
7 | P 
85 | . | t. 
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+ Where the invalid barracks by St. Mary's- 
Street now ſtands, was formerly a religious-. 
houſe, called St. Mary's, the burying-ground of 
evhich-is ftill in uſe. 3 


Ce * 
The Vidualing-Office is a large edifice ik 
King's-ſtreet, with a handſome houſe annex- 
ed for the agent victualler, the principal of- 
ficer belonging to it. Here beef and pork 


are ſlaughtered and ſalted, biſcuit baked, 
and every other neceſſary of proviſion ſtored- 


for the ſervice of the navy. 


The Armoury, tho” much inferior to that 


in the tower, is by no means unworthy of 


4 notice. It is an old building near St. Ma- 
5 ry's ſtreet, containing arms for five thouſand 
1. men, which are kept in the moſt exact or- 
1 der, | 
of In Penny- ſtreet there is a grammar- ſchool- 
Qs under the patronage of the Dean and Chapter 
2 of Chriſt Church, Oxford, with a genteel 
n- houſe for the reſidence of the principal maſ- 
ter. It was founded by the late Dr. Smith, 
* phyſician of this place. In this ſchool are 
taught the learned languages, and the ma- 
oy thematics in all it's branches, navigation,. 
4 | Kc. for which laſt intentions a particular 
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maſter hath been lately appointed. There is 


an alms-houſe for eight poor widows, en- 


dowed by a Mr. Burgeſs. 


At the upper end of the High ſtreet, is a 


neat and regular theatre, at which a company 


of comedians from the houſes in London ge- 
nerally play during the ſummer ſeaſon. In the 
winter it is converted into an afſembly-room, 
as the opera-houſe in the Hay-Market, Lon- 
don. The aſſembly is ſupported by ſub- 
ſcription. In 1754, was built by ſubſcrip- 
tion of the inhabitants, a large and commo- 


_ dious bathing-houſe, containing four fine 


baths of different depths of water, two of 
them large enough to ſwim in. It is ſituated 
near the mouth of the harbour, cloſe to the 
run of the tide, and every flood is plentifully 
ſupplied with water. In it are two good 


dreſſing-rooms, one for the gentlemen, one 
for the ladies, with every other neceſſary ac- 
eommodation. For thoſe who prefer it, there 
is a ſafe place for open bathing along. the 

South 


SF Si. „ ca TM RRT_C__ 


= www ww uwDOD£x 


— 


Ts l 


e e 
South-ſea beach, where the ſea covers a fine 
gravelly bottom, to the length of half a mile. 


It is much to be wondered at, that South - 


ampton (whoſe waters are of a mixed kind, 
partly freſh, partly falt) ſhould be pre- 
ferred to Portſmonth, for the purpoſes of 
bathing. Certainly the large flux and re- 
flux. of pure ſalt-water at this port, muſt 
be infinitely ſuperior in all caſes, where ſea- 
water is recommended as uſeful.— For the 
prices of — He the end of the book. : 


We ſhall Hove proceed to the King's mill; $ 
Gun-wharf, Dock-yard,. &c, &c. The King” iy 5. 
mill 18 ſituated about a quarter of a mile be · 
yond the quay-gate, in the road to the dock- 
yard, and is a large brick building, raiſed on 
great piles, 25 and 30 feet long, ſhoed with 
iron, and driven into a marſhy ground. This 


work coſt the government between 6 and 


700ol. The mill is worked by 2 
great ſtream of ſalt- water from the harbour 
every tide, which is received by means of 2 

C.3 ſluice 


1 
1 
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Dice, into a very large baſon cloſe to the 


mill, and- -contiguous to. a part of the 
works.: the Aluice is let down at high-water, 
and when the tide has ebbed ſome little time, 


the water is worked back again into the har- 


bour. Moſt of the grain uſed in Town, Com- 
mon, and adjacent places, is ground at this 
mill, and ſo would the corn for the.uſe of the 


navy and garriſon, in caſe of a ſiege. 


A little beyond the mill is the Gan-wharf. ; 


'This is the grand arſenal for cannon, mor- 
tars, bombs, carcaſes, carriages, ball of all 
dimenſions ; and has large ſtorehouſes, 
fitted with every neceſſary requiſitefor a ſea or. 
land engagement.Every ſhipin ordinary has on 
the wharf her guns, placed in, regular rows, 


each ſhip's guns by themſelves, with. the 


name of the: ſhip they belong to, painted in 


capital letters on the firſt gun of each par- 
cel, and all kept, in exceeding good order: 
the balls are formed in regular pyramids, 


from 42 poundery to the loweſt bores, every 


ſize .. 
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{ze in à pyramid; the -bomb-fliells> in a 


* 
ſame regular order. 


There are genteel houſes, exeluſive of the - 


offices, for the officers to reſide in, all wal? 


led in with-a ſtrong high. brick wall; theſe 
with the walks before them, the rows of 


trees, and the wilderneſs, have a moſt pleaſing 


effect on the ſpeQator. From hence we 
proceed through the Common, (which we 
ſhall deſcribe in its proper place) to the 
Dock-yard, which is eſteemed the largeſt and 


moſt ſuperb in the known world. 


The Dock-yard reſembles a town in che : 


number of its dwelling-houſes, offices, flore- 
houſes, lofts, and other edifices erected for 
carrying on the various purpoſes of the 
yard. It contains amazing quantities of 


every thing neceſſary for the royal navy. 
There are never leſs than 2000 men em- 


ployed 3 im it, and in time of war, upwards 


of 2500, who laſt war were all diſciplined 


and formed into a regular body, ready for 


7 . 
action in caſe of neceſſity. They were un- 
der the command of che commiſſioner as 
their colenel; the maſter- builder lieutenant- 
colonel ; the clerk of the cheque major; the 


eaptains and ſubalterns being choſen. * 
among the other officers. 


The Commiſlioner's.houſe is very .gentedl . 
and commodious, the King lodged in it when 
ke honoured this place with a viſit, in 1773: 
there is a row of well - built brick: houſes in a 
part of the yard, wherein dwell the builder, 
the clerk of the cheque, tore-keeper, clerk. . 


j i 9 of che furvey, the. maſters attendants, ke. | 
| There are ' houſes in different parts of he | 
| yard, for the reſt of the officers. In the iſ 
& front of the above row, is a beautifu}.double- 
| gilt ſtatue of King William III. ſtanding on 1 
a marble pedeſtal, the gift of colonel Rich. 1 
4 Norton, of Southwick, finiſhed in the man- | 
þ ner of the Cæſars, with this inſcription: . ; 
GVLIEL.: 
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Ricardus Norton humillime D, D. 


The Rope-houſe wherein the cables are 
made, is 1094 feet long, by 54 broad; 
The ſpinning-houſe over it is of the ſame 
demenſions; ſome of the cables are fo large 
that eighty men are required to work them, 
who from the laboriouſneſs of the buſineſs 
are not able to continue at it above four 
hours in the day. A royal academy i is eſtab- 
liſhed here at the public expence, where 
youth are inſtructed in every branch of lear- 


ning, neceſſary to qualify them for the ſer- 


vice of the royal navy. In this ſeminary, the 


ſtricteſt care and attention are taken of the 


young gentlemens education. The commiſ- 


ſioner is governor of this academy. 
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In one of the rooms is a ſuperb model ofthe 
Victory, a firſt-rate ſhip of war, built in this 
yard, and untortunately loft with the brave 
Admiral Balchen, near the Race of Alderney,. 
5 in the year 1744. This ſhip, mounted 110 


bdraſs cannon, and had on board 1000 men, 


3 all of whom periſhed. This model is about 
4 tive feet long from the tafferel to the head, 


. and was built in this yard at an amazing ex- 
| = pence ; all the running rigging is twiſted 
1 | ſilk, the carved work on che head and ſtern ; 
1 is very minute and beautiful; it is preſerved h 


in a glaſs-caſe, and is really without exagge» 
tation, a moſt valuable piece of workman- 
ſhip. Under a glaſs cupola, in the ſame 
_ room, is a very fine Orrery, conſlructed by | 
the ingenious artiſt Mr. Wright. Near the 
academy 1s an Obſervatory, furniſhed with 
every neceſſary inftrument, proper for the 
uſes for which it was raiſed, | 


A tirtle farther from hence lands the chas 
pel for divine ſervice, The docks and baſons 


are 


2 
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are beyond every thing we can conceive 


piece of new ground of about fourteen acres, 
on the north. ſide has been added, being 


taken from the harbour, and raiſed. to a level 
with the other parts of the yard. On a dec 


vity to the harbour, on this new ground, are 


four ſlips, two for building large ſhips, and 
wo for. ſmaller rates; beſides theſe, two other 


b flips are intended to be made. 

The Blackſmith's ſhop, where all the an» 
L chors and iron-work we Waugbt for the 
navy, is the next ſtructure that claims our at- 
: tention : ſome of the anchors weigh from. 
e foriy. to eighty hundred weight. This hop 
* ftrikes the ſpectator at firſt view, with the 
e. ,zemembrance of the fabulous ſtory of the 


forge of Vulcan, and the workmen bring to 
his recollection the figures of the Cyclops. 


The men of war on the ſtocks, and thoſe un- 


ſtrangers, as is alſo the conveniency of ſtep- 


magnificent, Within theſe few years a 


der repair in the docks, are very ſtriking to 


ping 
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ping from the ſhore on board theſe floating 
caſtles, when they are out of the docks, and 
e along-fide the jetty-heads. | 


A more minute deſcription of the yard 
would engroſs more room than our plan 
will permit; it will be ſufficient to add in 
general terms, that it furniſhes every ar- 
ticle for the completion of our ſhips; that an 
inconceivable regularity is obſerved in the 
diſpoſition of the ſtores of every kind, and 
that it is very juſtly the admiration of the 
whole world, Whilſt the attention of the 
reader Apen this ſubject, we ſhall proceed 
to an account of two dreadful fires, which 
happened in the yard ſome years ago, begin- 
ning with that in 1760. 

On the third of july, 1760, juſt aſter 
midnight, a dreadful ſire broke out in the 
Doek-yard, in one of the principal ware- 
houſes, wherein was depoſited pitch, tar, 
oil and tnrpentine, with vaſt quantities of 
other cumbuſtible materials, which it ſoon 


reduced 


4. 9 

reduced to aſhes, but it did not ſtop here, for 
| having communicated itſelf to another ware- 
houſe, where were. ptodigious quantities of 

dry ſtores, it -raged- with an amazing and 
greadful rapidity. Accorcing' to the moſt 

| general opinion it was ſet on fire by lighten- 
ing, and indeed not without great reaſon 

was it ſuppoſed to be ſo; for a night of ſe- 
verer thunder and Vehtening was: ſcarcely 
ever remembered; and as all, or moſt of the 
windows of the lofts where the hemp was 

= depofited were left open to air it, the ſeaſon 
being uncommonly ſultry; its taking fire 

was not to be wondered at, from the in- 
tenſe heat of the atmoſphere; but as the 
lightening was accompanied with a very 
heavy rain the chief part of the night, 
happily the: conflagration did not extend 
through the whole yard; the loſs on this g 
occaſion was immenſe, but ſuch was the aſ- 
ſiaduity of adminiſtration, to make good the 
damage it had fuſtained, that the whole” 


% 
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was in -a few months put into as perſeſt a 
ſtate as before this accident happened: 
Thus the dock-yard like another Phœenĩ . 
aroſe afreſh from its on aſhes. But full 
à more horrible conflagration happened in 
this yard, on the 27th. of July, 1770, a- 
bout three o'clock in the morning; as no 
reaſonable proof has ever been produced of 
its being occafioned by lightening, or any 
other accidental cauſe; and as the utmoſt 
precautions are always uſed to prevent any 
ill effects from fire, the public are of opi- 
nion it was perpetrated by emiſlaries, at 
that time in concert with Spain, to deprivr 
us of ſome of our moſt valuable colonies; 
n is not well known who firſt diſcovered 
it, but from ſome circumſtances, it appears to 
have been the centinels on duty, 22 about 
five o'clock in the morning, a gentleman in 
his ſtudy ſaw a prodigious Amoak procceding 
from the rope-houſe, which alarmed him 
much, and was going to acquaint the offi- 


Cers 


C 
cers on duty of it; whe: be heard the : 
drums beat to arms;- and very ſoon after ſaw 
the whole doch yard as it were in flames. 


The houſe where the pitch and tar RR | 


lodged, was ſoon reduced to a heap of rub- 
diſh. Shortly after which, the fire broke 
out in four other different Places, and burned 
| with ſuch violence that it threatened the 
deftruAion of the whole-yard ; the inhabi- 


rants were filled with the utmoſt conſterna- 
tion, but by the ſhiſciog of the wind, the 
aſſiſtance of the artificers, the ſeamen and 
marines, together with numbers of other 
people who lent their aid, the progreſs of 
the flames was ſtopped, about three in the 
afternoon... The confuſion of all ranks' of 


people rendered it impoſſible to collect ſuch 
authentic particulars concerning the riſe of 


this dreadful event as we cauld wiſh : The 


accounts moſtly to be depended upon, are 
© that the fire was ſeen firſt to burſt out from 
the laying-houſe, about the middle, from. 


D2 "whence 
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| whence the flames ſoon cummunicated them»+ 
ſelves to the ſpinning-houſe, owing to ſome 
temporary ſheds erected between the two 
buildings, from hence they reached to the | 
oar-houſe, and ſet fire 10 the carpenter” F 
ſhop, at which time the other torehoules . 
catched, the games ſpreading as far as the 
maſt-houſe, ſo that i in a few hours, maſts, 
cables, and the moſt valuable materials of 


the yard were totally conſumed : The car- 


penters ſhop and maſt-houſe were intirely. 


deftroyed. Indeed. none of the different de- 
partments eſcaped. conſiderable hurt. The 
total loſs was eſtimated at an amazing ſum. 


The accident falling out at à time when 
we were ' apparently on the eve of a war, 


gave riſe to many diſagreeable ſuſpicions, 


which a variety of collateral circumſtances 
ſerved much to corroborate. A few days be- 


fore the fire, more Foreigners than uſual 
were ſeen in different parts of the town, 


fome of chem perſous of ſeeming diſtinction; ; 


and 


1 


and it was remarked at the ſame time ſeveral 
French veſſels had been feen hovering about 
the coaſt, which all diſappeared as Gon as 
the fire happened. By the unwearied ex- 
ertions of government, which were aſtoniſh= 
ingly gaeat on this occaſion, the above loſſes 
were repaired in about eighteen months ; J 


loſſes ! in themſelves ſufficient to have ruined 
ſome ſtates. 


D 


Fo reſieve in ſome meuſure the diſtreſs; 
which the mind of the reader muſt have ne- 
ceflarily felt from the accounts: of theſe kor- | 
rible devaſtations, we ſhall lay before him 
an authentic narrative of the Royal. Naval 
Review, in 1773; than which, this nation. 

never had a more evident manifeftation of 
its ſplendor,” magnificence and importance. 


Early on Tueſday morniug, the 22d. day 


of June, 1773. che King ſat out from Kew, 
for Portſmouth, and being arrived at Ports- 


bridge, between ten and eleven the ſame 
| mornings was welcomed by a royal falute of 


BS... - twenty 
, 


( 34 ) 
twenty-one guns. His Majeſly then pro- 
ceeded to the firſt barrrier, where Major 
7 General Parker delivered the keys of the 
garriſon to him, who returned them. On 
his entering the Landport gate, he was ſalu- 


ted with a triple diſcharge of 2 32 pieces -- 
cannon.” He paſſed through the town to 


the commiſſioner's houſe in the dock-yard, 
where he was received by many of the no- 


bility. The artificers of the yard being all 

aſſembled before. the houſe, gave three 

: cheers as he entered, and then immediately 

returned to their ſeveral employments. Af- 
ter taking ſome refreſhment, His Majeſty, 
with his retinue, went to the Governor's 
houſe in the town, and had à public 

levee, at which numbers of all ranks were 
preſent. | 


The Mayor and Corporation | waited on 
him with an addreſs; were graciouſly re- 


ceived; and kiſſed his hand: The honour of 
Knighthood being conferred. on the Mayors 
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the levee ended, the King returned to tlid 

Dock-y ard, and from thence procegder, in 

a barge to Spithead, accompayied with the, 

Board of Admiralty, the three, . Admirals 
with their flags, and al the Captains, of tbe 
fleet i in their reſpegiyt bares As. be paſs 

ſed by U the ; garriſon, he, was ſaluted with, 

hos. v2 guns, and when, the ſtandard 
was ſeen by the 2 at Spithead, confiſting 


of twenty ſhips of the Line; tw o frigates and a 
three loops, che whole  falured with rwenty- - 
ane guns each, | N 


The King went n 1 Barſleus, mY 
ninety guns, the ſtandard, was then hoiſted 
at the main-topmaſt head, and ſaluted by 
all the ſhips with | twenty-one guns, After 
having viewed the ſhip; at half paſt 
three o'clock, His Majeſty ſat down to din+ 
ner, aſter which the. Queen's health being 
drank, the whole fleet ſaluted wich twenty 


one guns; and upon his quitting the table, 
his health was drank with Ide like ſalute. 
= This 
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This- was done every day duriug his ſtay. 


and paſſed every ſhip, each ſalutiug him 


Parts of che yard, the beewery and maga- 
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is Majeſty at bx o'clock went into his 
barge, the other barges attending as before, 


with twenty-one guns. He then went on 


board che Auguſta yacht, SE. into 


the harbour, attended with che barges, nd 


falured u upon Lis n 


on — His Majeſty. n aha 
daek- yard, harbour, and ſhips in ordinary, 


and afterwards went to. Spithead to dine on 
board che Barfleur, and returned in the eve- 
ning, accompanied. 25 before. . On Thurſ- 
day he viewed the Gun-wharf, different 


aides. After which he bad another public 
levee at the Governor's houſe, from whence 
he proceded in the fame flate as on the 
preceeding days, to dine on board the Bar- 
eur. Many were knighted this day. In 
che evening he returned to the dock, as n 


the. former d. 1 a if 
On 
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On Friday he viewed the new works and 
fortifications at Portſmouth; and then ſai- 
led out of the harbour. in the Auguſta yacht, 


being ſaluted in his paſſage. On his arrival 
at Spithead, Lord Edgcombe, with his divi- 


bon, got under ſail, and followed His Ma- 
jeſty; the yacht proceeded as far as Sandown 
bay, then it returned. with Lord Edgcombe's 

diviſion” to St. Helens, and from thence to 
Spithead, leaving his Lordſkip and his divi- 
ſion to proceed to Plymouth, according to 


orders before given. 


After this, the King ſtood towards the 


harbour, and anchored near South-ſea beach. | 
While the yacht was at anchor, the land- 
forces from the ramparts,” at ten o'clock, ; 
fired a feu de j joie, by a rriple diſcharge of 
cannon and muſquetry all round the works, 
aſter Which His Majeſty landed at the dock. | 
Several promotions were made this day. 
The ſea and ſhores were covered with 
an incredible nnmber of veſſels and people 


each 


— 
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each day; and Goſport, Common and Portſ-- 


mouth were illuminated every evening. 
On Saturday, a quarter before ſeven in the 


morning, His Majeſty ſat out from hence 
on his return to Kew, where he arrived 2 


bout two in the afternoon} He. was ſaluted 


x 
- 
. 
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by a triple diſcharge of cannon, as at his 
entrance: Mavy thouſands of people atten- 
= ded with the loudef? aeclamations.- He left 
| | 1500l! to be diſtributed to the artificers of 
the different departments: 35-1. to the ſea- 
men of the Barfteur, yacht, and of his 
barge, and 2 ful. to the poor. He releaſed 
the priſoners alſo confined for: debt... He: 
i expreſſed the higheſt approbation of the. 
good order and diſeiptine of his fleet, of 
| | the excellent condition of the dock-yard, ce. 


a r ee « 
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q of the regularity with which every thing 
was conducted; and ſhewed the utmoſi ſatiſ- 


faction at the demonſtrations of loyalty and 


affeQion with which he was received by al 
ranks of — 27 
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The next place we ſhall conſider as me- 
Titing our attentiou is the Common, a kind 
af ſuburb or additional town to Portſmouth, 
on a part of which the dock-yard ſtands. 


About eighty years ago this was a common 


field, with only ane hovel · upon it: But ihe 


prodigious reſort of people to this port, 
within theſe late years rendering it. neceſſary 
to increaſe their buildings, they employed 
dis field-for- at purpaſe, and have con- 
tinued. to build witch ſuch/rapidity, that from 
a barren deſolated heath, it is now become a 
very populons genteel town, exceeding 
-Portſmouth itſelf, in the number of its in- 
habirants and edifces. 7 
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belonging to the yard. As the church. of 
Kingſton; the pariſm to which it belongs, 
is at the diſtance of a mile from it, the 
pariſhioners a few years ago, (by a ſub- 
ſcription amongſt themſelves) applied 10 
parliament, and obtained an AQ for erecting 


a 


3 Nene) 
K chapel of eaſe to their mother church, in 
conſequence of which, they immediately 
built one, calling it by the name of St. 
George's chapel, | the-Corporation of Port 
mouth - givng them the ground + it is upon. 
About two years ago an organ was added toit. 
The Common is well paved by act of 
Parliament, and under the goverument of the 
Corporation af Portſmouth. There are two 
ſynagogues on it, for Jews of different ſects. 
By the chapel is an elegant Concert- 
em; with- a good organ in it, at which 
there is a private e concert once a week, and 
a public one once a quarter, ſupported by 


ſubſcri ption. The performers i in geveral are 


een in the neighbourhood. 


Government appreherding the dock-yard 


not ſufficiently ſecure on the land ſide, in 
the ſummer, 1770, began -the foundations 
of a prodigicus fortification round the Com- 


mon, which is now carrying on with «great 


* 


vigour; 


* 
vigour; but from the magnitude of the un- 
dertaking it is ſuppoſed it cannot be com- 
pleted theſe ten years. | Havin g nom no- 
thing more particular to ſay of the Com- 
mon, we ſhall take a ſurvey of the harbour, 


and the places contiguous to it. 


This harbour is the principal one in the 
kingdom, it is capable of receiving the _. 
whole navy of England, and the depth of | 
water is ſo great, that firſt rate men of war | 
can ride at loweſt ebb : It is ſheltered on | 
every point of the compaſs from ſtorms, by | 
Portſmouth, Goſj port, the Common, Block- | 
houſe, Gun-wharf, Dock-yard, and the = 
high hill of Ports-down, and every thing | 
conlidered with reſpect to it, forms one of 
fineit ports in Europe. 


At the head of one of the branches of | 
the harbour 1s a little village named Porcheſ- | 
ter, originally a place of great importance, 
being the town to which the harbour for- 


merly belonged. ths - , | 
ww oF F In | 
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In this village, by the ſea-ſhore, ſtand the 


ruin of a very ancient caſtle, which a very 


old author ſays, was called by the Britons 


- Caer Peris, and built about the time Rome 


| was, by Pereis or Perrox, the ſecond ſon of 


Sifil, the founder of Silcheſter, naming it 


aſter his own name, and made it the ſeat 
of his kingdom. 


This Siſil had two ſons, Ferrex and Perrex, 
who in the old age of their father, contend- 
ing Who ſhould ſucceed him; Perrex at- 
tempted by treachery his brother's life; 
drove him into Gaul, and in his return, 
though aided with the force of that coun- 


try defeated and flayed him, and then built 


that fort or caſtle upon the ſhore, and called 


it Caer Peris, to prevent the like invaſion for 
che future. 


Stow from Rouſe ſays, Porcheſter Caſtle | 
takes its name from the village whereon it 


ſands, which was once a town of note, called 


Caer 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— 
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caer Peris, built by one Gurgonſtus, ſon off 


* 


Beline, who lived 375 years before Chriſt. 
It is likewiſe ſaid to be the place where 
Veſpatian landed, it had then a famous har- 
bour, but the ſea retiring, the inhabitants 9 
left the place, and removed to the Iſland of 


Portſea : In ſhort both the founder and the 


time the caſtle was built are unknown, but 


it is univerſally acknowledged to be of very 
great ma. & Thus much of the above 


authors. 


| 
| 
| 


The Caſtle is a ſquare, whoſe internal fide 
is 440 feet; its area contains four acres, 
four chains, -and ſeven perches; the Keep | 
encompaſſes a parallelogram, of 65 by 115 | 
feet. It has had four towers, three of them 
ſanding ; one of them much larger than the 
reſt, forms the north-weſt angle of the ſquare. 
The fourth ſtands at the ſouth-eaſt corner of 
building. In the ſquare ſtands St. Mary's, 
the pariſh church of Porcheſter, 


E 2 Here 
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Here King Henry the firſt, in the year! 
1 133, founded a priory of canons, of the 
order of St. Auguſtine, which was not long 
after removed to Southwick, two miles from 
Porcheſter, where it continued until the diſ- 
ſolution of monaſteries. N 


This church has manifeſt marks of great 
antiquity, and by a moulding on the ſouth- 
ſide of the tower, formerly ſerving to cover 
the extremity of the roof; it appears it 
had once a ſouth iſle, anſwering to that now 
ſtanding on the north, which compleated the 
farm of the croſs. The eaſt-end has been 
re-built, as is viſible by a fimilar circum-. 
ſtance, which ſhews it was formerly of the. 
ſame height with the weſt part of the body 
of the church. 

The arches over the doors and windows of 
of the ancient part are all circular, and at the 
weſt end are richly decorated with thoſe in- 
dented ornaments which denote the ſtile to be 
Saxon. We are aſſured that Q. Elizabeth 
ſometimes made excurſians to this caſlle. 


In 


e 


In 


I 
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In the chancel, in a niche in the wall, on 
the right fide of the commun ion- table, is an 
elegant buſt of Sir Thomas Cornwallis 
Knt. Groom porter to Queen Elizabeth and 
King James. 

The laſt repair given to this church, was 
by Queen Anne, in the 60 laſt wars with 
France and Spain. This caſtle was made 
uſe of as a priſon ſor the French and Spa- 
niſh priſoners, taken in theſe wars at ſea; 
of whom there has been above. four thou- 
fand at a time in this caſtle. '-. 

As it is a delightful ſail up the harbour, 
it is much reſorted to in the ſummer ſeaſon : 
As is alſo a neat little town called Fare- 
ham, about two miles from porcheſter. It 
has ſeveral good modern houſes, and is in- 
habited by many genteel families. It has a 
ſubſtantial Ton, the Red - Lion; at which 
every fortnight is held an aſſembly. Near 
half a mile from hence is Cams, the ſeat of 
General Caraac, a new and elegant building- 

ES Oppoſiteʒ- 


mouth, and form a kind of triangle. 
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Oppoſite to Portfmouth, on the other 
ſhore, ſtands Goſport, a very neat town, 
with a decent trade in it, the buildings are 


moſtly good, and the inhabitants genteel. 
In the year 1746, fortifications were raiſed 
round this town. It has two market days in 
the week, is well paved, and has two good 
inns. There is a neat chapel of eaſe to Al- 
verſtoke, the mother church, about a mile 
and half from the town, in which chapel 
is a; handſome organ, formerly the pro- 
perty of the Duke of Chandois, grandfather 
to the preſent Duke: It ſtood in his Grace's 


| houſe at Cannons, ten miles from London, 


The fituation of this place is very pleaſant, 
the paſſage to it from Portſmouth, (which is 
perfectly ſafe) is near the mouth of the 
harbour, and about three quarters of a mile 
over at high water. There are alſo a number 


of wherreis to ply the paſſage, for one-pen--. 


ny the fare. Portſmouth, Goſport and Com- 
mon, are ſituated within the harbour's 


At- 
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At Weovil, near Goſport, is a large. com- 
modious cooperage and brewery. for. the uſe 
of the navy: At the end of. a canal which 
runs up, cloſe to them, there is a fine baſon 
for the reception of veſſels, chat take in the 
beer for the ſupply of the ſhips of war. 


On the weſt · ſide of the entrance into the 
harbour, about a quarter of a mile from 
Blockhouſe battery, on a ſpot of ground for- 

merly called Haſlar farm, ſtands Haſlar hoſy 
pital, a noble large edifice for fick and 
wounded ſeamen, and. marines, .who. before 
were obliged to . be; put on board hoſpital 
ſhips, where from their being crowded to- 
gether, tho? every poſſible means was uſed 
to correct the foul air, and, ather. ill effects 
ariſing from ſo. confined a ſituation, many 
nſeful lives were. loſt. :.This.was an evil. of 


great national conſequence, remaining many 


and humanity of Lord Sandwich, a noble- 
man indefatigable i in his department, a grant 


years unremedied, till at length by the exertion _ 


4 
was obtained ſrom government ſor rearing 
chis ſtately fabric, which will be an immor- 


tal honour to his memory. 


It is ſituated on a dry gravelly ſoil, with- 
in four -hundred yards of the water, where 
the fick can land at any time vf tide, and 


is ſurrounded with an airing · ground, near a 
mile in circumference, which is incloſed 
with a wall twelve feet high. Near the gate, 


| b | N * » of . kr fa Gt 


(which is a grand entrance) ſtands the guard- 
Fouſe, a very neat building, where a con- 
ſtant guard of marines is kept, to pre- 
vent. rĩots or deſertion; and which can ac- 
commodate- a Company of ſoldiers. It is a 
regular +mognificent brick building, con- 
fiſting of a front and two wings, erch of 
which are compoſed of two diſinet ranges of 
building: The front is 567 feet in lengths 
and each of the wings 553 feet. 1219 


On a pediment in the front, 4s a hand- 
tome ſculpture. of Portland lone, def gned 


has: Mr. Pearce, His Majeſty* 3 arms are 
5 contained 
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contained in the center. On the dexter fidez 
Navigation is repreſented leaning one hand 
on a ſhip's rudder, and with the other pour- 
ing balm from a cruiſe on a- wounded ſailor. 
The north ſtar- is over her head, and un- 
der her feet the Mariner's compaſs : To- 
wards the angle appears the ſtern of a ſhip, 
and' quite in the angle are the Zephyrs, a 
group of ſhells ied together, and a neck- 


| lace of pearls. On the finiſter ſide is repre- 


ſented Commerce ſitting upon cheſts and 
bales of goods diſtributing money, fruit, 


and flowers. 


Towards the angle i is a ſailor in diſtreſs, 
and a bird bringing him an eel in its 


. beak; quite in the angle are Boreas, and 
a group of ſhells, The ſhore on which the 
figures ſit is ornamented with ſhells, and 
on the airing ground, near the front, are 
ſeveral neat houſes for the officers, a waſh- 
houſe, and ſtorehouſe on the inſide. The 
hoſpital is ſurrounded with a handſome ar- 

cade, 
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cade, twenty- four feet broad, and with cher 
ground oy which it is built, includes an area 
cf ſeven acres. The open ſide of this area 
contains the chapel, connected to the wings. 
by a row of ſmall tone. pillars, about three 


a "_ — 
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feet high with chains 3 it is a plain and-neat 
1 building, ſeventy-two feet long, and thirty- 
= fix broad: The burial ground is a ſeparate 
incloſure beyond the airing ground. Over 
the entrance -of the hoſpital is a large hall,. 
where the recovering patients dine. This 


hall is one hundred feet in length, and fi f- 


ty in breadth: The wards are all uniform, 
fixty feet long, and twenty-four broad, and 


have each apartments adjoining for thenurſes, 
with a room for water; this is eenveyed 


| from a large recevoir to every part of the 
iy houſe ; and from thence to drains beneath, - 
which are waſhed by the tide twice every = 


Fl twenty four hours. Each ward contains | 


| twenty patients, and the. whole hoſpital i is 1 
bf capable of receiving two thouſand men, ex- 
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cluſive of the nurſes and neceſſary attendants. 


This building was begun in the year 1746, 
and finiſhed in 1762. 


Between Blockhouſe fort and Goſport, 


there runs a lake above two miles, to a very 
pleaſant village called Alyerſtoke. About 
half a mile up this lake, there is a landing 
at a large pier head, which is the oper 
landing place to Haſlar. 


About three quarters of a mile ſouth of 
Portſmouth, on the beach of a common, 


called South- ſea Common, cloſe to the wa- 
ter's edge, ſtands South - ſea Caſtle, built by 
King Henry VIII. It is fortified with a good 
- counterſcarp, and double moat with ravelins 


and double palliſadoes, beſides the advanced 
works to cover the place from any approach 


where it may be practicable. It is a noble 
defence to the harbour. King Edward VI. 


in a tour he made into theſe parts, lay one 
night in this callle, | 


In 
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„In 1750, Auguſt 23, about eight o'clock 


in the morning, part of this caſtle was 
blown up: The circumſtances of which were 


as follows. 


The regiment commanded by his Grace 


| the Duke of Richmond, bein g encamped on 


South-ſea Common, near the above fort, 
had leave to depoſit their powder and ball 
in the eaſt wing of it; the day before the 
accident, they had been filling cartridges 


for the exerciſe of the men, of which they 


had filled nine barrels, with the ball at the 
bottom of the barrels; theſe were placed 
in a lower room, over which there was 2 
barrack, where two women were waſhing 


and dreſſing vittuals, with a large fire of 
furze, the flooring of the room being very 


old, it is ſuppoſed that ſome of the ſparks 


of fire fell through the vacancies of the 
floor on the looſe powder the ſoldiers had 
carelesſly ſcattered about in their work the 


day before, and communicated to the bar- 


| | rels, 
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rels, when in an inſtant, all that quarter 
of che fort was blown up with a great explo- 
ſion, and many people buried under the 
ruins; one invalid ſoldier was blown out of 
the fort above a hundred yards upon the 
glacis, he was much blackened by the po - 
der, and received a bruiſe on his head: The 
centinel, another invalid, was blown over 
the parapct wall, into the dry ditch, one 
leg and one arm being torn off, which 
were afterwards found lying on the parapet 
wall; it is remarkable that one man as he 
flood on the wall ſome little diſtance from 


the fatal ſpot, efcaped without any other 


hurt than that at the inſtant the exploſion 


happened, he was deprived of his ſenſes, 
and remained for ſome little time in the 
ſame poſition he was in when the event 
happened; nor did he ſtir until being ſhaken 
by ſome people who ſaw him, he awaked 
as out of a ſleep, without any recollection 
of what had happened. There were ſeven» 


25 
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teen men, women and children, dug out of 
the rubbiſh, all dead except one old ſoldier, 
who breathed hard three or four times, and 


expired, The force of the exploſion burſt 


| open the door of the great magazine, to 
the weſt quarter of the caſlle, where was 
lodged a great deal of powder, and tore 

1 a large bolt off, but happily it reached no 
| | farther ; all the windows of the caſtle were 


broken, and great part of the whole build- 
ing damaged; the grand batteries towards 


the ſea were not in the leaſt affected, nor 
were any of thoſe round the fort, except 


in one place a little of the parapet wall to- 


wards the land was removed, and the top 
of the wall thrown down. 


Near three miles from this caſtle, on the 
coaſt, ſtands Cumberland Fort, between 


which and South-ſea Caſtle, are two other 
forts, at proper diſtances, which the late 


Lord Tyrewley cauſed to be erected for the 
defence of the coaſt, | 


1 
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Having now taken a pretty extenſive 
ſurvey of Portſmouth, and the places ad 
joining to it, bordering on the ſea, we 
ſhall proceed to an examination of ſuch con- 


contiguous parts of it which lead towards 
the country, beginning our rout at the prin« 


cipal entrance into the town, called the 
Landport Gates. 


After paſſing through theſe, the firſt thing 
that naturally ſtrikes the eye of the ſtranger, 
are the works or fortifications, the moſt re» 
gular in the kingdom, ſo ſtrong as to be able 
to ſtand out againſt a large army for many 


weeks, for round the town is a glacis and 
covered way; a deep foſſe, which in half 
F 2 an 


—— 


+ It may not be improper to remark that 
Port/mouth gave the title of Dutcheſs, to Loui ſa 
de Drenouilis concubine to King Charles II.— 
The flag of Don Blas, the Spaniſh Admi- 
ral, æubich was taken at Cathagena, ly Admi- 
ral Vernon, was by him preſented to the Cerpo- 


ration of Portſmouth, in the year 1741. 
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an hour may be filled with water eight 

= feet high, with ravelins, and ſpurs on the 
1 the outſide. Within the ſoſſe, from the bot- 
8 tom, is a wall fifteen feet perpendicular, 


with a double parapet for ſmall arms on 
the mount, which is planned out in baſtions 
and curtains, the baſtions regularly flanking 
the faces of each other, with proper cannon 
always mounted. - | 
About three hundred yards without theſe 
pates, on the right-hand of the London 


road, a ſmall chapel formerly ſtood, called 
Magdalen Chapel, dependant on one of the 
religious houſes in the neighbourhood, 
which was deſtroyed at the re formation; it 
is not many years ago that ſome traces of it 


were to be ſeen. 


* 


3 houſe about two miles and half 


* 


from hence, now the reſidence of Matteate 
Brady, E; was heretofore a monaſtery ; ſe- 
veral human ſkulls and other bones were lately 


dug up in making a piece of garden ground. 
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Adjoining to Gatcomb, are Hilfea bar- 
racks, large enough to receive two regiments 
of men. They are temporary, and were built 
at the deſire of his Royal Highneſs the 
late Duke of Cumberland, the beginning of 
laſt war, for the reception of the troops that 


were to be embarked on any emergency, 


Two miles farther in the London road is 2 


high hill named Portſdown, on which is held 


an annual Fair, commencing the day after the 
expiration of the Free-Mart at Portſmouth, 


and continuing three days. It is very large 
and much frequented, where are ſold, (be- 
ſides the uſual - things ſet to ſale at all fairs) 
great quantities of cheeſe, bacon and cattle. 
The ſummit of this hill commands a moſt 
enchanting and comprehenſive view of the 
Iſle of Wight, the iſland of Portſea, St. 


Helen's, the Dock-yard, Harbour, Spithead, 
and all the forts, as well as of a great part 


of Suſſex, Dorſetſhire and Hampſhire, 


_ | On 
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ü On the other ſide of the hill, and to the 
F | right-hand of the London road, is ſituated 
4 Purbrook ho houſe and park, the elegant ſeat of 


Peter Taylor, E/; one of the Repreſenta- 
tives in parliament for Portſmouth. This 
houſe is built on a gravelly ſandy ſoil, on I 
an eminence in the middle of a fine park, ⁵⁶ 


made out of part of the foreſt of Bere, (whach 


k 
was cleared at a vaſt expence for that pur- 


: poſe) and when finiſhed will be unexcep- 


tionably one of the moſt delightful villas in 
England. And here juſtice compells us 


to render that commendation which is juſt- 


ly due to the man, who at an advanced 


period of life, and at an immenſe charge, 


Has reared a ſumptuous manſion in the midſt 
of a coppice, and by that-means has con- 
tributed to the comfortable ſubſiſtence of 


many diſtreſſed unemployed families. 


To the left of the road, juſt under the 
kill, is a genteel ſeat called Widley, in the 
poſleſhon of Admiral Mountague, 'I'wo 


miles 
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miles farther is the pleaſant healchy village 
of Southwick, much frequented in the ſum- 
mer ſeaſon by the principal people of Portf- 
mouth. Before you enter it yon have a 


view of Southwick place, a fine large man- 


ſion, the ſeat of the late Richard Norton, 


Ei: who in the reign of Charles I. was 
engaged in the parliament intereſt ; this 


was formerly a religious houſe, but ſuppreſt 
at the reformation by King Henry VII. 


when the laſt prior, whoſe name was Nor- 


mizht afterwards obtain a grant of the pri- 


ory from the King or his commiſſioners ; ; 
however if that was not the caſe, South- 
wick had been long i in the poſſeſſion of the 
Norton family; and at the deceaſe of the 


ton, and ſuppoſed to be the anceſtor of the 
late Richard Norton, ſurrendered it to the 


King on a yearly penſion, and probably he 


a bove Richard Norton, Ei; deſcended to | 
Francis Whithead, 27 ; and at his death. 


came 


* _— 
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came to the family of the preſent Mr. 
Thiſtlethwayte. Oliver Cromwell had a 
great friendſhip for the anceſtor of the late 
Richard Norton, as appears from the fol 
lowing letter, the original of which was 
preſerved in the family. 

© Sir, I was in hopes to have ſeen you 
© before your going down, but miſſing of 
*- that 1 thought fit to ſend this ſhort epiſtle 
to you; I underſtand Colonel Goffe will 
©. be at Wincheſter to-morrow, I hope you 
will aſſiſt him with your countenance, he 
is honeſt and ſo in his buſineſs, whoever 
© ſhall ſay to the contrary ; and if ſecurity 
©. ſhall be judged neceſiary to provide againſt 
*. malignants and papiſts; if reformation. 
© of wickedneſs be a duty we owe to God, 
then my aſſertion is true, the perſon em- 
ployed is a gracious man if I know one, 
and deſerves your reſpect; all that I have 
to fay is to tell you that I love you, 


I reſt your loving friend, 


Oliver, P. 
Whitehall, 


13 
Whitehall, 29th. November, 165 5. 
My ſervice to my Lord, ſay if 


© he be with you and my Lady. 
To Colonel Richard Norton, 


© Theſe. 


© Oliver Cromwell, f. 


We cannot paſs over in ſitence here the 
extraordinary will of the late Richard Nor- 
ton, Eſq; which made fo much noiſe in 


the world. 


This gentleman died in December, 17 32, 
and left his real eſtate of about 60ool. per 
annum to the poor, hungry and thriſty, na- 
ked and ſtrangers, ſick and wounded, and 
priſoners to the end of the world,” and ap- 
pointed the parliament of Great-Britain to 
be his executors, and in caſe of their refu- 
ſal, the Biſhops, and left his pictures and 
other valuables to the King. But his will 


was ſet aſide on the ſcore of inſanity. 


- 5 | Four 


„ „„ 4a. * 


| | 


1 
k 


5 


Four miles from Ports-down, in the road 


to. Chicheſter, is a very old town called Ha- 


vant, with one good Inn in it, the Black- 
Bear, its trade conſiſting chiefly in corn and 
flour. Two miles from Havant, is Emſ- 
worth, a little ſeaport, from hence a 
large quantity of grain is generally ſhipped 
at thoſe times when exportaitons are al- 
Jowed. This place trades in wheat, barley 


and flour; loops of conſiderable burthen 


are built here. 


Three miles to the left of Emſworth, 


is Stanſtead, the country ſeat of the late 
Earl of Halifax, who bequeathed it to his 


natural daughter, by Mrs, Donaldſon, it is 


a moſt agreeable place, having an extenſive 


pa: k, and from the dining- room windows 


of the houſe, there is a compleat proſpect 
of the Ile of Wight, together with a view 
of the ſhips at Portſmouth, St. Helen's and 
Spithead. The gardens and the walks in 


the park are extremely admired, 


At 
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At Emfworth, you leave Hampſhire, and 
enter into Suſſex. Seven miles from hence 
is the ancient City of Chicheſter, at the 


diſtance of five miles from which is Good- 
wood, the ſeat of the Duke of Richmond, 


a molt excellent ſtructure, commanding 2 


very fine and romantic proſpect of the 
ſea, the Ile of Wight, and the adjacent 
country covered with woods, and interſper - 


ſed with villages, / 


Eleven miles from Chicheſter, in the 
London road from thence, is Midhurſt, 
contiguous to which ſtands Cowdray, the de - 


lighiful ſeat and park of Lord Montague. 
This houſe is finiſhed in the Gothic taſte, 


and is very beautiful in its kind. It ſtands 
in a valley, in one of the moſt agreeable | 


places in the country. The wars of Henry 
VIII. are painted on the walls round a 
large parlour, and amongſt this group of 


painting are the French entering Portſmouth 
harbour, to engage the fleet of Henry VII. 
This 
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1 his was performed by Hans Holbein, and 
many of the anceſtors of the preſent noble 
Lord, in different parts of the houſe, are 


done by the ſame ingenious artiſt ; there 
are ſeveral other very fine paintings by diffe- 


rent eminent hands. 


It is hoped the reader will not judge the 
following extract from a recent“ author of 
high veracity unneceſſary, as it will ſerve 
to confirm in a great meaſure the facts con- 
tained in this work, | 


e The haven of Portſmouth is ſa well 
known, as to require no particular de- 
ſcription ; yet to demonſtrate it's ſuperi- 
ority to other ports, we will examine it 
by the characteriſticks of a perfect har- 
bour, laid down from the ableſt writers in 
naval affairs, premiſing that they give 

theſe 


— 


® CaurPEIt. 


% 


1 
theſe only as ideal marks of what accor- 
ding to their | conception mould belong to 
a place deſerving that title; and that the 
comparative value of theſe that really 
exiſt, may be the better underſtood. The firſt 


then is, that it be ſo ſituated and of ſuch a 


a kgure as to be ſecure from all dangers, 
at leaſt from moſt winds. 


The harbour of Portſmouth is fo cove- 
red by the towns of Portſmouth and Gofs 
port, the Common, the Block - houſe, 
Gun - wharf, Dock - yard, Plantations, and 
the high hill of Portſdown, that the wind 
cannot blow from any point of the com- 
paſs to the detriment of the ſhips at an- 
chor therein. The ſecond rule is, that it 
be of a proper depth, ſo that ſhips of any 
ſize may lie ſecurely without raking their 
bottoms. 

This port 1s fo deep that a firſt-rate can 
ride at the low eſt ebb, without touching 


the ground; 3 and as the lies at anchory 
G can 
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Kan take in her ſea ſtores and guns, and 


be out of the harbour in half an hour. 


The third is, chat the bottom be Wend 


"as — 


and fit for anchorage : In reſpeQ to this, 


no harbour more exactly anſwers the de- 
ſeription than that of Portſmouth. The 
next requires that there be no hidden rocks, 


—— ; 
ſhelves, ſands, or other troubleſome impe- 


diments ; from all theſe this Haven is in- 
trely exempt. The fifth demands that it 
ould be capacious, th, og as to hold a large 
number of ſhips with eaſe and. ſaſety, and 
i poſlible, divided into ſeveral branches: 
This noble port is ſo ſpacious, that it can 
conveniently contain the whole royal navy, 
or at leaſt as great a part chereof as is 


ever laid up in ordinary. 


The ſixth requiſite is, that there be 


no bars or other obſtructions to embarraſs 


the entrance, and which may render the 


icefs difficult or dangerous. Portſmouth 
harbour is -not broader at the mcuth -than 


the 


ä 


1 
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the Thames at Weſtminſter, and as the 


water flows ſeven, and ebbs but five 


hours, the flux is greater out than in; ſo 


that the bottom 1s always ſcowering, and 
the water running out at an angle, throws 
the bar to the ſouth-weſt, which is called 
the /þit, and leaves a deep channel cloſe 


under the ſhore to South-ſea Caflle. The 
next demands that the fides or the mouth 
be well protected by forts, Block- houſes 
and other ſortiſications, more eſpecially if 


it be ſeated immediately upon the ſea. 
There is ſcarce any thing in this reſpe& 


wanting that could be wiſhed at Portſmouth, 


The eighth poſition is, that there be an 
arſenal, for building and repairing ſhips, 
commodious in all reſpects, and more 
eſpecially for launching them : The yard 
of Portſmouth is fo convenient, that it 
has not its equal 3 here are five docks, 
one of them ſo large as to admit two ſhips 
at a time, fo that five may be docked and 

G 2 | cleaned 
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Cleaned in a day, while the fpring- 
tides continue, that is between forty and 
fifty in a month; and the improvements 
made here for ſetting maſts and rigging 
with the utmoſt diſpatch, are fuch as would 
demand a long deſcription, 


The next is, that there be plenty of 
naval ftores, ammunition, and proviſion 
of every ſort, It may be affirmed, that 
there is no place in Europe where theſe 
are to be found better in their reſpective 
Kinds, in larger quantities, or in more 
compleat order. 

The laſt is, that there be a conſtant and 
ſufficient garriſon for the ſecurity of the 
port againſt any ſudden attempt to ſur- 
prize, or any deſcent that may be made 
to reduce it. This there is at Portſmouth, 
Which is now a town regularly ſprtiſied in 
the modern ſtile; and the Common, 
Dock - yard and Gun-- wharf, are likewiſe 


ſo effeQually ſecured, that it would neceſ- 


ſarily 
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ſarily require a very numerous army to 
inveſt and beſiege it; nor could it_ then 


be taken without affording time ſufficient - 


for its relief, 


A further, indeed a very capital con- 


venience to the harbour of Portſmouth, * 
is the ſafe and ſpacious road of Spithead, 
which lies between the continent of Hamp- 
ure and the Iſle of Wight; and is about 
twenty miles in length, and in ſome places 
no leſs than three in breadth; ſo that it 
is capable. of holding a thouſand ſhips at n 
time, without the leaſt difficulty or dan 
ger; it is defended from all winds, blow- 


ing from the weſt to -the- ſouth-eaſt, by 
the. high lands of the Iſle of Wight; and 
from the winds of the oppoſite quarter by 
the main land of Hampſhire; ' the town of 
Portſmouth fronting the middle of the 
road, the very ſands in its neighbourhood : 
contribute to its ſaſety : As for inſtance, 
the ſpit lying to the north, breaks the 
1 ſea 


- 


” N 
fea on that fide, as the horſe's bank dees 
to the caſt; and Noman's land and the 
Mother-bank on the ſouth; as to the bot- 
tom it is perfectly ſound and good, and 
the flux and reflux cf the ſea, repairs all 


the injuries done by the anchors.” 


We ſhall now conclude with a brief de- 
ſcription of - the Iſle of Wight, one of the moſt 
fertile, beautiful ſpots in Evrgland ; it is 
about twenty-four miles in length, twelve 


in. breadth, and ſixty in circumference : 


The Iſland containing twenty-nine pariſhes, i 
in which it has been ſaid, there are about 
three thouſand dwellings, and twenty-ſeven 
thouſand inhabitants; its air is eſteemed re- 
markably pure, and the ſoil ſo fruitful that 
it has long been allowed the annue! pro- 
duce of corn is ſufficient. for the inhabitants 
ſeyen years, and ſo much have their arable: 
lands been improved of late, chat in the 


opinion of many, the proportion at preſent 
: 15 as one iq nine. Through the middle: 


part 


8 
part of the Iſland runs a continued ridge of” 
ſpacious downs, containing inexhauſlible 
mines of chalk and mar}, upon the ſurface | 
of theſe downs are bred. vaſt numbers of 


ſheep: The extremities of the land are for 
the moſt part a natural fortification of rocks. 


and cliffs. There is one place“ on the 


ſouth-eaſt part, which lies open to the incur- 


ſions of an enemy, but this is ſtrongly for- 
tified by art. 


The freſh water cliffs (ſo called from a. 
village of chat name in the neighbourhood) 
are very remarkable, they are prodigious 
promontories of chalk; riſe to. a- ſtupen- 
dous height, and are the extreme boundaries 
of the ſhore on that coaſt ; but what makes 
them more remarkable are the great. num 


ber of exotic birds annually reſorting to them 
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young 3 they are various. in their col - 
our, ſpecies and tze; ; at the fring of a gun 
they fly round, and over you in great num- 
bers, the time of their coming (nobody 
knows from whence) is the end of March, 
or beginning of April, and when their 
young are fit for the migration, which is 
fometime in July, they all fly away. 

The country people for the ſake of an ad- 
vantage they make by taking theſe birds, 
deſcend by a rope faſtened to an iron bar, 
driven into the ground on the top of the 
cliq; ; their method is, to beat them down | 
with a ſhort tick as they fly in and out ; a 
dozen of them tis ſaid will yield a pound - 
of delicate feathers; the price of which to 
the merchant is eight-pence, and their car- 
cafes they ſell for fix-pence the dozen. 

The principal town ſeated on a riſing 
ground near the wr of the Iland, 18 
Newport, it is well-built and paved, and 
exceedingly pleaſant, The buildings (tho! . 

few. 


9 
few of them are grand) are neat and hand- 


ſome, ſo that few places are more ſatisfacto- 
rily viſited by ſtrangers. bn 


Cariſbrook Caſtle, about a mile front 
Newport, is a fine piece of ruins. It was 


once a conſiderable fortreſs, and is ſaid to 
have been erected by Whitgar, a favou- 


rite of Cerdic, King of the Weſt Saxons.— 
Richard de Rivers, Earl of Devon, in the 
reign of Henry I. improved it, and Queen 
Elizabeth repaired it, but it is now fallen ivto 
great decay; ſtate priſoners were formerly 
confined in this caſtle; the laſt of whom 
was he unfortunate Charles, I. who was kept 
in it eight months, by Colonel Hammond, 
the then Governor of it ſor the parliament. 
The window through which the King at- 
tempted his eſcape from thence. is ſtill to be 


ſeen. 


We cannot cloſe our account. of this, 


 Mand better than with the following erco- 


mium of an ingenious writer upon it.— In 


ſhort 
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ſhort, ſays he, ſuch is the richneſs of the 


ſoil, ſuch the plenty, variety and perfection 
of its produce, as well as pleaſantneſs of 


ſituation, that is has often been called the 
Barden of England. This indeed is' a very 
high compliment, as England itſelf has been } 


locked upon as the garden of Europe; but 
as this ſpot is daily viſited by numbers of 


gentlemen and ladies of all ranks, we ſhall A 


neither eccho nor anticipate the judgments 
of others, but leave it to them to determine: 


how well it deſerves ſo great a character.“ 


PORTSMOUTH MACHINES; 
and STAGE- W.AGGONS. . 


Meſſrs. CIARkSs Flying Machine, (in 
one day) ſets ont ſrom the King's-Arms Inn, 
every Monday, Wedneſday and Friday night 
at ten o clock, for the Spread-Eagle and 
Croſs - Keys Inns, in Gracechurch Street, 
LONDON, and returns from thence every | 
Sunday, Tueſday and Thurſday. | 


Their other MACHINE, 


Sets out from the Blue-Poſts Inn, every 
Sunday, Tueſday, and Thurſday night, for 
the Golding-Croſs Charing-Crofs, and re- 
turns every Monday, Wedneſday and' Friday. 


Their 


he 
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Their GosronT Coacn alſo, 


Sets out from the Red-Lion in GOSPORT, 
every Suaday, Wedneſday and Thurſday 
night, for the Spread-Eagle and Croſs-Keys, 
Gracechurch-Street, and returns every Mon- 
day, Wedneſday and Friday. Inſide 


paſiengers 18s. Outhde 10s. 64.— Inſide 


paikengers allowded 14l1b. weight, for all 
above, to pay one-penny per pound. 


* 


Their PogrsuournH Waccox, 
Sets out from the Blue-Poſts Inn, every 


Monday, Wedneſday, Thuiſday and Satur- 
day morning, for the White-fart and King's 


Head, in the Borough, and returns from 
tkence, on the ſame days. 


Their GosporT Wacoon, 


Sets out from the Red-Lion every Monday 
morning, for the Bell - Savage, Ludgate- 
Hill, and returns every Thurſday.—It takes 
up and lays down goods at the Black and 
White-Bear Inns, and White-Horſe Cellar, 
Piccadilly. 


Craaxces of BATH TNG. 


4 . 4. 

F the perſon goes in with a guide o © 9 
If without a guide 0 © 

Subſcription for three months 0 10 6 

Ditto for fix months - +, = » 

To the guide each time, if g 


they go in by themſelves, 


? 
0 

If the guide goes in with them 0 6. 
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HE London mail is diſpatched from Y 
Portſmouth every day at two o'clock } 
in the afternoon, and comes in generally 


about fix No mail is received from London 
on Mondays. 


The croſs road mail-comes in on Mondays, 
Wedneſdays and Fridays, at ſeven o xthck 
in the morning, and goes out on Sundays, 
Weaneſuays and Fridays, at the iame hour, 


N. B. There are Hoys go to the Iſle of 
Wight every day. And to Southampton 
every Tuciday, Thurſday and Saturday. 


STAGES from PorTsMouTH to 
Lox bon, with their diſtances, 


70 Petersſieldik;p —:ꝑ 18 
 Liphook — — — 8 
. Godalming — — 12 
Ripley — — 12 
Kingſton — — 1272 
London — 1 
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